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Sunday 4" October — Trinity 18
11.15am Confirmation service, Llywel, followed by refreshments.
All are invited to this Ministry Area Service. Please ask if you need a lift.
Thursday 8" October

5.00pm Harvest activities In Llanfrynach Church

6.00pm Harvest Festival Service in Llanfrynach, donations for Nepal
Sunday 11" October — Trinity 19

9.30am Holy Communion, Llanfeugan

Harvest Donations Our Harvest season is almost over, with one more service in Llanfrynach.
There will be a cash collection for relief work in Nepal.

If you would like to bring contributions of food items for Brecon Food Bank have been asked
particularly if we could bring pasta (1kg), rice (1kg) and/or brown or red sauce.

The MacMillan Coffee Morning, on Wednesday 23" September in Llanfrynach & Cantref
Hall, was hugely successful and made over £600. Well done everyone!

Community Harvest Supper Friday 9t" October, in the Henderson Hall: Apple pressing from
4.30pm, meal and quiz from 6.00pm. This meal will be prepared for us using local, seasonal
produce, focussing on sustainable choices. Tickets £8, children £4, from Talybont Stores,

or reserve your place with Rhiannon Davies 07940 961006 rhiannon.aber@btinternet.com

Sing for Nepal: 10.00am Service in Llansantffraed Church, with another chance to give
money for relief in Nepal. Major K Gurung from the Nepali community will be our speaker.

SERVICES ON RADIO AND TELEVISION THIS WEEK:

Sunday Radio Wales, 7.33am - Celebration: Harvest Service from Llidiartywaen, Powys
Sunday Radio 4, 8.10am - Sunday Worship: 100 year celebration of Choral evensong

Sunday BBC 1, 1.15pm - Songs of Praise: Young Chorister of the Year semi-final

Wednesday Radio3, 3.00pm — Choral Evensong celebrates 100 years from Westminster Abbey
Monday - Friday at 9.45am, Radio 4 Extra — Music and the organ


http://JanedeGay@cinw.org.uk
mailto:LizBramley@cinw.org.uk
mailto:GillianTodd@cinw.org.uk
mailto:TracyJames@cinw.org.uk
http://www.breconandepyntma.org.uk/
mailto:rhiannon.aber@btinternet.com

A SERVICE TO USE AT HOME for 4th OCTOBER - TRINITY 18

INTRODUCTION
Lord, with you forgive all who truly repent.
A time of silence to reflect on sins and shortcomings, then:
Father, give us grace to be thankful for the great gifts you have given us
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Jesus, forgive us when we are slow to hear your voice.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Holy Spirit, help us to recognise and receive the love you offer us.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us
by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for Trinity 18 Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of
your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

READINGS
Isaiah 5. 1-7 Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to
yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. | will make it a waste; it
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

Matthew 21. 33-46 Jesus said, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;
and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will
respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’



Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes”? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

REFLECTION
Jesus often told stories based on what the people around him knew well, and most of his
listeners would have been very familiar with vineyards and landlords of all kinds. They
would have known all about the backbreaking work involved in digging and preparing soil
for in any fields, and vineyards often flourish in the stoniest places. They might have
sympathised with the landlord at first, specially if he was doing a lot of the work himself.
But then they learned that, once the vineyard was finished, he moved on. Was he just
another rich person in farming for a profit, buying up farms and moving on? The listeners
might have begun to change their sympathies as they thought of the absentee landlords
they knew. But then the tenants’ behaviour became stranger and stranger. Weren’t they
storing up trouble by beating up the rent-collectors? They might get away with it for a year
or two, but surely this couldn’t go on? Where would the story end?

Some of Jesus’ listeners, those who knew their bibles, would also have remembered the
reference to our first reading, the picture Isaiah paints of God doing all he can to make his
‘vineyard’ a pleasant place for vines to flourish, just like the Garden of Eden was, yet all it
produced was wild grapes, too small and sour to be any use, so it was abandoned and
destroyed. They would have worked out that the landlord in Jesus’ story was God, and the
tenants were the people of Israel, but in Jesus’ story the problem was with the tenants
rather than the grapes. The Scribes and the Pharisees in the audience would have seen that
Jesus was describing himself as the heir, and that the story was told against them. They
didn’t try to argue back, but deepened their resolve to have Jesus done away with — to
carry on being the ‘wicked tenants’ in fact, and ignore the fact that a new era was coming.

So who the ‘new tenants? They are us, the church today, those who have chosen to follow
Jesus as their ‘landlord’ and we should give him our ‘rent’ willingly. Jane Williams has some
very imaginative ideas about how this story might be re-written for us today. She gives
various excuses and delaying tactics for not producing the rent on time, which might be
familiar to us: ‘We are having trouble deciding exactly how to divide up the share of the
payment among all the tenants’ or ‘I’'m sorry, we can’t pay now because we need to sell all
the grapes for the nest twenty years to pay for the upkeep pf the watch tower’, or a final
sad excuse: ‘We couldn’t get anyone to help with the harvest, so there isn’t anything to give
you this year’. What can we do? One positive thing is to ask God for help, to ‘pray for
labourers to help with the harvest’, and another is to refocus our thinking on what is really
important in our relationship with Jesus —and to share with the people we meet some of

the joys of being a tenant in the particularly beautiful vineyard we live in.
Liz Bramley



PRAYERS
As beloved children of God we come before you this morning in this special place.
We are your church, tenants in your vineyard, and we give thanks for your teaching and for
your example. May we hear your word with humility and joy. Help us to feed on it and bear
good fruit in abundance. Deepen our faith and give us hope.
We ask your blessing on Bishop John, our church leaders and all who help to make our
churches places of joy and welcome.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In anxious times we long for all nations to be wisely governed, and we pray for an end to
the violence of war. As a new week begins, may wrong priorities be challenged and
adjusted. May our world leaders show true justice and responsive love.

May those in power over others demonstrate justice, while they grow in humility

and care for the needs of those they serve.

We pray for those who have too much work, for those who cannot find any and feel
hopeless, and for all who work in terrible conditions or are exploited. Bring justice to their
workplaces.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our communities, and give thanks for our families and friends. We pray for all
who are struggling in any way, with health problems, anxiety and grief. May they sense
your reassuring presence and know that you are there with them, even when they cannot
feel your presence. Let us take a moment to name before you now those who need our
prayers

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember those who have died and those who are approaching their journey’s end.
We pray for those who are sick or ill and for all those who care for them.

We remember people we have known and loved and in a moment of quiet we name them
to you in our hearts. We think of them at rest and in peace now in the light of your
unending love.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever Amen.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.



