St Bride’s Church, Llansantffraed - Key points and features of interest to visitors

Early history of church A wooden church dedicated to the Celtic Saint Bride (Bridgit or Fraed) was
founded here in 9™ C. Replaced by stone church in 13" C, added to then rebuilt in 17*"C, then added to in
18" C, including a curious dome-topped tower. This building became unsafe and was demolished in 1884.

The present church Lavish Victorian design by Rhayader architect Stephen Williams, built 1884-5. Largely
financed by J P Gwynne Holford of nearby Buckland estate. The architectural style is Early English Gothic
except for the Italianesque tower. The church building is Grade Il listed for its ‘special interest as a 19" C
church with a fine spire and monuments, and important historical associations’. It retains the old font,
many monuments, church bell and some carvings from the former churches, and contains Bibles, prayer
books, registers, silverware and paintings from the preceding church. The church has a good acoustic and
has been used for choral and instrumental concerts and also poetry recitals. We aim to continue this use.

Church interior Cruciform shape in plan with nave, chancel, two transepts and porch. Note, in particular:

e the unusually spacious and imposing ambience for rural church - the high wooden roof, steps up to
chancel (terraced into the hillside), carved stonework, coloured tile floors, and chancel furnishings,

e the individually carved (e.g. with faces, crests, foliage) white limestone corbels and capitals to the
roof and arches - chosen to contrast with the smooth red sandstone facing to the walls,

e the octagonal 13" C font - the oldest object in the church, crisply carved and looking much younger,

e the Buckland Chapel in the north transept where the Gwynne Holford family sat during services,

e the list of known incumbents and priests-in-charge stretching back to 1549, including Thomas
Vaughan - twin brother of Henry - who was evicted in 1650 for his Royalist (not Puritan) sympathies,

e the dramatic East window showing the Ascension of Jesus by Ward & Hughes, London - notable for
1885 as its paler colours depart from the usual intensely-coloured Victorian stained glass.

Monuments There are many interesting monuments in the church and churchyard, notably:
e in the Buckland Chapel and chancel, finely carved marble wall monuments to various individuals
associated with Buckland, many of whom died young. Two particularly interesting ones are:
— the memorial to Games Jones (d. 1681) with Stay Passenger (‘stop & read’) poem by Henry Vaughan
— the sad memorial to Thomas Jones (d. 1713 aged 18 from smallpox) with its tearful angelic faces
e in the vestry, early gravestones - both upright and laid as flagstones - dating back to 1598. That to
David Watkins (d. 1618) says he, his father and grandfather ‘... lived in St Bride’s (parish) 300 years’.
¢ in the entrance of the tower, two early 19" C wall memorials with rare original paint. Here also are
two storage alcoves formed with a window head from the earlier church and carrying the date 1621.
e at the top of churchyard up the signposted path, the Grade Il listed grave of Henry Vaughan. See the
information board here about the grave, its chosen location, and its link with poet Siegfried Sassoon.
e near the porch, the Grade Il listed Gwynne Holford sarcophagus built in 1847 (reputably the largest
churchyard monument in Breconshire) with classical decoration and marble medallion portraits by
John Evan Thomas, famous Brecon-born sculptor. The sarcophagus stands above a family vault.

Vaughan heritage The renowned Breconshire poet and physician Henry Vaughan (1621 - 95) was born in
nearby Newton Farm, worshipped in Llansantffraed Church and is buried in the churchyard. Local
recognition of the significance of Henry Vaughan and his works was revived by Brecon’s mayor Gwenllian
Morgan who helped to organise restoration of his grave and the placing of a memorial tablet in the nave
in 1897. The Henry Vaughan visitor area has three information boards on (1) his life in the locality, and
(2) the local landscape and (3) wildlife which inspired his poetry. Opened by Rowan Williams in 2017.

Other items of historic interest are:
e paintings hanging on west wall, including pastoral 19" C watercolour scenes of the preceding church.
e facsimile photocopy registers dating from 1701 available on request. Originals are in Powys Archives.
e prayer books and Bibles dating back to 18" century on display in Buckland Chapel. Handle with care.
e the pre-Protestant stoup (carved basin used in Catholic churches for holy water) beside the entrance.

The parish The original parish covered Scethrog village, Llansantffraed hamlet, the Buckland estate and
the outlying farms. Together with Cantref, Llandetty, Llanfeugan, Llanfrynach and Llanhamlach Churches,
Llansantffraed it is part of the Beacons Group of churches in the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area.
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