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St Tetti’s Church, Llandetty  - Key points and features of interest to visitors 
 

Early history of church.  Reputedly founded in the early 6th century by St Detyw, grandson of Brychan, 

King of Brycheiniog.  This would have been a wooden church.  Also dedicated to the similarly sounding St 

Tetta, the 8th century Abbess of Wimbourne, after the Norman conquest.   
 

The present church probably dates from the 13th century and has a simple single-bodied nave and chancel 

typical of Welsh medieval churches.  Built of local grey sandstone with red sandstone dressings to the 

doorways and windows.  It has served the community with this same pleasant simplicity for over 800 

years.  The south porch, the priest’s south door and windows (Perpendicular style) are 16th century Tudor 

improvements.  The bellcote, rebuilt in the 19th century, has two bells dated 1798.  The stone-tiled roof 

structure with interior barrel-vault ceiling was completely rebuilt in 1934.   
 

Listing. The church building is Grade II* listed as a “particularly important example of a late medieval 

church retaining much of its historic fabric and an interesting post-medieval wall painting”.  
 

Church interior.   A welcoming unpretentious single nave with barrel-vault ceiling.  Note, in particular, the: 

• 9th century inscribed square pillar stone in the blocked recess of priest’s door in chancel.  Known as 

‘The Llandetty Stone’, it shows a cross and text commemorating Guardan, the priest who made it. 

• 13th century octagonal font.   

• wall-painting of 18th century royal Hanoverian coat of arms showing the king’s authority over church. 

• ledger stones (commemorative floor slabs) visible in the porch and chancel - earliest dated 1692. 

• early 20th century partially stained-glass East window, including memorial light to St Tetta. 

• Book of Remembrance to ex-servicemen from Crossfield House who are buried in the churchyard. 
 

Bullet hole.  During the Commonwealth (1649 - 60), a local Colonel Jenkin Jones became a Puritan convert 

and ousted the incumbent priest Lewis Awbry from Llandetty Church and its parsonage.  Jones installed 

himself as local priest and used the church as a farm building.   In 1660, on hearing that Charles II had 

returned to Britain to reclaim the monarchy, Jones allegedly rode off through the churchyard, firing his 

pistol at the church - making the bullet-hole that is visible today in the Priest’s door - and never returned! 
 

Churchyard.  An early Celtic site with a peaceful and attractive setting above the River Usk.  Known for its 

daffodils and bluebells in spring, and three notable yew trees (two by old lychgate).  Contains headstones, 

slabs and monuments dating from 17th century.  Parts regularly or roughly mown; parts overgrown. The 

ancient churchyard was extended up to the B4558 in the 20th century to accommodate new graves.  Note: 

• some overgrown parts, including access via old lychgate are currently being cleared - take great care.    

• the older monuments are beside the path to the old lychgate and to east of the chancel (a recently 

uncovered grave slab is dated 1697).   

• three Grade II listed items - two groups of early 19th century chest tombs plus an obelisk monument.  

• a churchyard management plan will be developed, including some conservation of key monuments. 
 

British Legion link.  Two areas of the churchyard, under British Legion care, contain the graves of 310 ex-

servicemen who were resident at the Legion’s nearby Crossfield (now Buckland) House.  Many were 

veterans of two World Wars and died from war wounds.  These areas form a unique War Grave in Britain.  

The graves have no headstones, just one single monument.  Two British Legion flags hang in the church. 
 

Other items of historic interest are facsimile registers of baptisms, marriages & deaths, dated 1813 to 

1970s. Originals in Powys Archives.  An 1861 copy of the Tithe map for Parish of Llandetty and its 

apportionment document listing payable tithes, names of land owners / occupiers, and land use is being 

sent for safekeeping in Powys Archives. 
 

The parish.  The original parish covered houses and farms in the scattered hamlet of Llandetty between 

the Crawnon and Caerfanell valleys, and took in half of Talybont-on-Usk.    Together with neighbouring 

churches at Llanfeugan and Llansantffraed, Llandetty Church within the Brecon and Epynt Ministry Area. 

Services are held in Llandetty Church in every month in rotation with neighbouring churches. 
 

Booklet on ‘History of Llanddetty Church’.   For more historical information about the church and nearby 

significant houses, including photographs, please buy the 32-page booklet on sale in the church - price £4.  


